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TEN LESSONS FROM 2010 


On January 12, 2010, the nation of Haiti was rocked by a devastating 
earthquake which left over 230,000 dead, more than 2 million homeless, and 
many hundreds of thousands of orphans—marking one of the ten deadliest 
natural disasters in recorded history since the Flood. To help meet the need, 
we founded Rescue Haiti’s Children. Our team made several strategic trips 
to the epicenter of the disaster, sending professional reports back to the 
body of Christ, delivering medical and clothing supplies, providing funds to 
build homes of specific families who were without shelter, working with 
established adoption agencies to find adoptive parents for orphans, and 
ministering gospel encouragement to many who had experienced great loss. \ | 
The most touching element of the operation occurred on March 13 when we 

took more than one hundred orphans to the beautiful mountains of Haiti to A Haitian Orpha 

honor their dead loved ones through a special memorial service. These children were given an opportunity to testify to 
the work of God through their parents and to experience some emotional closure in the wake of the unimaginable pain. 
Thank you for the outpouring of support to make this mission a success and to fulfill what God calls true religion—“to 
visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction” (James 1:27). 


We ray eee SAR ead! Ceo NG ee z IT nes ln. 7. Kh Pena Speer en) id) fe 1 
In the Face of National and Personal Crisis, We Must Not Flinch, 


This year Vision Forum Ministries traveled with one hundred people to five 
European nations in an attempt to record and chronicle the two thousand 
year history of the perseverance of the Church. From the faithfulness of the 
early Christians in the days of the Roman emperors, to the Gospel-spreading 
witness of 6th century Christians from Iona, to the Reformers of Geneva, 

to the Huguenot martyrs of France, to the Bible scholars of England and 
the Covenanters of Scotland, we witnessed the glory of God’s providential 
history, and the resounding message that—no matter how fearsome the 
adversary—Christians need not flinch or despair because the gates of hell 
will not prevail against the Church of Jesus Christ. 


Another blessing from the History of Christianity and Western Civilization European Faith and Freedom Tour was 
the creation of more than fifty film shorts which tell the story of the Church. Two special themes emerged: First, 
the importance of strategic friendships to great works of Reformation. Second, we affirmed the necessity that such 
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Christians do not syncretize their belief and practices with the world. As 
to the influence of strategic friendships, we witnessed the far-reaching 
influence of households, hospitality, correspondence, and shared experiences 
on the battles of the Reformation. Concerning the problem of syncretism, 
we observed that from the earliest days of antiquity, the people of God have 
struggled with the temptation to mix Christianity with paganism. One of 
the most powerful illustrations of this in all of history is the self-conscious 
attempt by many influential leaders to incorporate the paganism of Ancient 
Rome into their cultural pursuits. The centuries-long fascination we 
observed with the supposed “grandeur that was Rome” was a stark reminder 
of this neglected charge we as Christians must obey: “... come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing... .” (2 Corinthians 6:17). 
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A defining problem among young men entering manhood today is a lack 

of virtue, character, and vision to lead. A spate of recent commentators 

have noted that there is an increasing number of young men in their late 
twenties and early thirties who are loafers who leech off their parents—young 
men who are ill-prepared to lead and who lack motivation to take on the 
responsibilities of manhood, as those their age did in previous generations. 
Broken homes and absentee fathers have been the biggest cause of this 
problem, and at our annual Father and Son Retreats we have endeavored to 
build the bond between dads and their sons and cultivate bold manhood. This 
year, we had a very profitable time of ministry at our Father and Son Retreat 
in Colorado and were blessed to witness a number of impressive young men 
in their late teens and early twenties who have been well-prepared to lead as Tug o° War at the Father & Son 
husbands and fathers. 


Many Christian daughters today have grown discontent at home and 
disillusioned with their role as women. They've sought their identity and 
satisfaction outside the noble calling of virtuous womanhood that God has 
ordained. The most common reason for this drift on the part of daughters is 
fathers who have neglected their duty to give their girls clear hope, biblical 
vision, and loving affirmation. To help encourage this, we host our annual 
Father and Daughter Retreat at Georgia’s Callaway Gardens, and this year 
we were heartened by how God worked through this special event to knit 
the hearts of many fathers and daughters together. 
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One of our primary goals at Vision Forum is to promote the restoration of 
the biblical family. The home schooling community is central to this effort. 
We seek to encourage home schooling parents to faithfully disciple their 
children so that they might fulfill the Psalmist’s words: “that our sons may be 
as plants grown up in their youth; that our daughters may be as corner stones, 
polished after the similitude of a palace” (Psalm 144:12). It brings us real joy 
when we have the opportunity to meet home school families face-to-face and 
share this message of hope with them, and in 2010, our staff had the privilege 
of participating in 22 home school conferences around America. 


As the world rejoiced this year over the 50th anniversary of the introduction 
of “the Pill’, Vision Forum hosted the Baby Conference where we celebrated 
the blessing and preciousness of life amidst a culture of death. Among our 
featured speakers at the event was Michelle Duggar whose testimony as the 
mother of nineteen children has reached hundreds of thousands of viewers 
with the Gospel through the popular television show, 19 Kids and Counting. 
Michelle’s example has encouraged many women to embrace the blessing of 
children and rejoice in the high calling of motherhood, and we were honored 
to have her join us for a special Ladies Tea and to give her our “Mother of 
the Year” Award. While Michelle’s story is unique, her example reminds us 
of how one faithful witness for life can inspire thousands to godly living. 


We are entering a brave new world with difficult questions: What if doctors 
tell you that your aging loved one is in a permanent vegetative state and that 

it is merciful to withhold food and water from him? What is the definition 

of “brain death”, and is it biblical? How should Christians respond to critical 
debates over external wombs and stem cells research, as well as the anti-life 
bias of the medical establishment? What techniques are lawful to overcome 

) barrenness? What are the biblical principles with regard to medical technology 
that allows for surrogacy, in vitro fertilization and cloning? Is economic and 
personal stress a reason for changing God’s design for the body and thwarting 
conception? We addressed these and other difficult ethical questions at the 
Baby Conference held July 8-10 in San Antonio. Our motivation for tackling 
these subjects was simple: Christians must be equipped to address the 
challenging bio-medical issues of the 21st Century, or we will be swept away on a sea of compromise. 
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After years of a ghettoized industry dominated by poor stories and worse 
production values, Christian filmmaking is beginning to come of age. For 
more than a half a decade, the Christian Filmmakers Academy and San 
Antonio Independent Christian Film Festival has been at the forefront 

of the effort to transform the culture by encouraging the building of a 
distinctively Christian movement. But when Christian filmmaker Stephen 
Kendrick rose to address the 2010 Christian Filmmakers Academy and 
declared “Flywheel is in Wal-Mart,” hundreds of filmmakers present 

got the point: Our movement is maturing. God is blessing the work of 
principled filmmaking. Now a successful producer of the multi-million 
dollar success Fireproof and the soon-to-be-released Courageous, Stephen’s 
first film Flywheel—a simple production made on a shoestring budget—has Kirk Cameron and Doug Phillip: 

sold more than 500,000 DVDs and presented a powerful message on repentance. Kirk C Cameron explained the heart 
of the message when he explained that humility and the fear of the Lord will be the key to receiving God’s blessing. 
And many were reduced to tears by the potent message of Curtis Bowers, the 2010 Grand Prize winner of the 
SAICFF Best of Festival Jubilee, when he explained that the key to his films success was the influence of his wife 
and the prayers and fasting of his children on behalf of their father. 


Without a proper understanding of the biblical doctrine of creation, man, 
the animal kingdom, dominion and sovereignty, our children may well 
fall prey to the vision-destroying false worship and spirit of the age— 
environmental pantheism. Environmental pantheism is a direct attack on 
the biblical family because it devalues human life and seeks to obliterate 
the mandate that men through their families take dominion over the NOT THE CREATION 
earth. Most importantly, it substitutes the worship of the creature, for the 
worship of the Creator. This year the public debate heated up as radical 
environmentalists dominated headlines and the box office, as ClimateGate broke when a respected Global Warming 
scientist admitted to fabricating statistics to prove his case, and as Avatar—James Cameron’s environmentalist 
apologia—became the largest-grossing film of all time. In response, Vision Forum took on eco-terrorist Paul 
Watson of Sea Shepherd, and launched a national screening campaign of The Mysterious Islands in conjunction with 
the global guiltfest known as Earth Day that portrays man as a villain against the environment. We also presented a 
key message at the Christian Filmmakers Academy entitled “Radioactive” which demonstrated how Hollywood has 
gone green in championing the earth-worshipping message of the environmentalist movement through a spate of 
recent films, including Avatar, 2012, The Cove, Al Gore’s Inconvenient Truth, and many others. Our core message was 
this: We must worship the Creator, not the creation. 
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When Ernest Shackleton recruited his men for the Antarctic, he 
encouraged them to join him on a “hazardous journey.” Our mission 

into the heart of the Peruvian and Brazilian rainforest may not be as 
perilous as the journey of Shackleton, but it is a mission of discovery as 
some members of our team meet with indigenous tribes which not too 
long ago were still practicing headhunting and cannibalism. One part 
father-and-son adventure, one part scientific investigation, and one part 
Gospel mission, the 2011 Amazon Expedition will take men deep into 
Amazonia. Approximately one hundred years after Teddy Roosevelt took 
his son Kermit on a voyage of discovery down the Amazon, our father and 
son teams will: (a) experience a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to muck 


through the Amazon like a man, with men, on a manly adventure; (b) learn J 

about the great battles with environmental pantheism from the epicenter 

of the fight; (c) investigate mysteries of the ancient world; and (d) observe exotic and strange creatures, evaluating 
them from a distinctively Creationist perspective. Make sure to subscribe to our field reports! 


Is our discipleship model producing young men that are masculine, 
visionary, articulate, entrepreneurial, and really prepared for marriage? 
Why are there so many young ladies who are ready to wed, but fewer 
young men? It is clear that huge strides have been made, but after 
generations of fatherlessness in America, we have a lot of catch-up to do 
for our young men, and the purpose of this bootcamp is to help us jump- 
start the process. This one to two week course will provide young men 
with a framework for how to dress, speak, talk, and walk like a man. It 
will offer them a healthy vision to model excellence as a potential suitor, 
and provide them with clear, biblical guidelines on what they need to 
accomplish before pursuing a woman’s hand in marriage. The bootcamp 


will test their skills at entrepreneurship, communication, and more, even 
as they will be required to demonstrate a level of spiritual, mental, emotional, and physical intensity. Stay tuned for 
more information on our Life Preparation and Manhood Bootcamp. 


In 2005, Vision Forum Ministries took the families of America on a multi-generational mission to honor their 
World-War II fathers as we travelled with The League of Grateful Sons to the Island of Iwo Jima. The result of this 
mission was that thousands of families made the effort to seek out, interview, record, and honor those fathers 
who fought during the Second World War. In our view, 2011 represents the last realistic opportunity to link the 
children of the 21st century with the heroic fathers of 20th century. That is why in May of next year we will travel 
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to Normandy for a very special series of tours and events designed to 
give fathers and sons a special platform to honor the World War II fathers 
in their lives, both living and dead. Some of you will be able to join us 
personally on this special journey of honor—part of the 2011 History of 
Christianity and Western Civilization Faith and Freedom Tour. But others 
who cannot be there in person can follow our tour and track the events, 
blow by blow, through our special video tour. Families with fathers who 
fought in the Second World War will also have an opportunity to have 
their fathers honored as part of a special ceremony from the beaches of 
Normandy. 


Over the last decade, Vision Forum Ministries has carved out a unique 
niche as a work dedicated to building the gratitude and discernment of 
the next generation of leaders by helping Americans to chronicle the 
providences of God through the lives of our spiritual fathers of the past. 
Through Faith & Freedom Tours, the History of the World Conference, 
the Jamestown Quadricentennial, the Reformation 500 and more, we 
have taken families to the ebenezers of our spiritual, political, and cultural 
freedoms. As we enter 2011, we move forward into a decade replete with 
significant anniversaries including the four hundred year celebration of 
the King James Bible, the sesquicentennial of the Civil War, the centennial 
of the sinking of the Titanic, the bicentennial of the War of 1812, and 


ultimately the quadricentennial of the Pilgrim fathers at Plymouth. 
Our ongoing goal is to provide families with important reminders of God’s great providential history so that our 
children will not faint in the day of adversity, but set their hope in God. 


Home education remains one of the brightest lights of hope in the 21st 
century church. But the homeschool movement will always need wisdom, 
direction, passion and, especially, vision. In 2011, Vision Forum Ministries 
will continue to work with home education leaders and, of course, parents, 
to cast a vision of excellence for the discipleship of our children. We will be 
sharing this message through conferences, articles, books, and recordings, 
encouraging parents to “fight hard and hold fast,” to resist the temptation 
to take freedom-destroying government benefits, and pointing to the need 
for a distinctively biblical approach to academic disciplines and family 
discipleship. 
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When it comes to food, people tend to be indifferent or obsessively 
absolutist. The former think that anything goes, and the latter sometimes 
appear to hold the latest food study in higher esteem than the doctrines of 
Paul. Both are wrong. How do we draw from the thousands of Scripture 
verses that address food, culture, dominion, health and more, and build 

a coherent, rationale theology of eating? And what about mealtime 

and the life of the Christian family? Our generation must not only seek 
wisdom concerning the role of food in our lives, but we must address 

the ethics of food production as well. What ethical standards should 
govern the bio-engineering of plants and animals? How do we bring a 
sound, biblical worldview to the sometimes outrageous and sometimes 
legitimate challenges of the anti-Christian Green Movement? Should the 
State manipulate, regulate, or control the food industry? We certainly don’t have all the answers, but we do believe 
that the biblical grid is available to begin the necessary task of working through the tough questions. Food and the 
family—this is the topic we will address through our Reforming Food and the Family conference. Details of this 
future conference to be announced in 2011. 


Through all of our events, writings and messages, we will be proclaiming 
the fundamental values which are the hallmark of Vision Forum Ministries’ 
outreach to the Christian family: (1) turning the hearts of fathers to their 
families; (2) proclaiming the nobility and glory of motherhood; (3) reviving 
the doctrine of “women and children first”; (4) embracing the blessing of 
children and the sanctity of human life; (5) building a culture of virtuous 
boyhood and girlhood; (6) reinforcing godly masculinity and femininity; (7) 
understanding family culture as religion externalized; (8) teaching history 
as the providence of God; (9) developing biblical worldview through 
presuppositional thinking; (10) training character by Hebrew discipleship 
and home education; (11) communicating the applicability of the law of 
God; (12) addressing the ethical issues of the 21st Century; (13) preparing 
men to stand in the gates; (14) and encouraging unity between church and home. 


Next year, Vision Forum Ministries launches one of our most ambitious projects to date—a special documentary 
film designed to teach multi-generational faithfulness, inspire confidence in the Word of God, encourage boys and 
girls to dream big dreams for God, and address a defining issue of the 21st century—the battle over sovereignty 

on this earth. Four individuals—an expedition leader, a young girl, an astrophysicist, and a businessman—will 
journey to the edge of outer space on an historic mission. Among the questions they will tackle are these: Is the 
environmental movement right about the earth? What is the Earth? Our mother? An object of worship? The 
product of an evolving universe? A rock in the solar system that we share with other creatures and plants of similar 
value to man? Or is it something more? Why is this complex, carefully balanced, glorious blue-orb floating in space 
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here to begin with? Does it represent the most important location in the all 
of the universe, because here God declared that man was to subdue it and 
exercise dominion over the land, the plants, animals, and natural resources 
for His glory? Or is it even more? Is it in fact the location of the greatest 
event in the history of the cosmos—the incarnation of God Himself, His 
death and resurrection, and by those acts, the true hope of redemption 

for man and the earth itself? These and other pivotal questions will be 
answered as part of our space adventure. Stay tuned for updates on this 
exciting effort! 


We have received hundreds of testimonies over the years from families that 
tell us that some of the most encouraging gatherings, the most productive 
networking, and the greatest friendship-building events in their experience 
were Vision Forum conferences. Our conferences and trips provide like- 
minded families with special opportunities to meet each other, grow, learn 
and share valuable experiences that sometimes serve as the foundation 

for lasting kingdom-building relationships. We are reminded of RJ. 
Rushdoony’s observation that history is not made through majorities, buy 
through dedicated minorities. We further agree with those students of 
history who have pointed to the fact that the most influential dedicated 
minorities emerged as de facto “conspiracies of friendship’—handfuls of 


men and women, like the Reformers of the 16th century, who God raised 
up to influence and change the culture of their day. As we enter 2011, Vision Forum Ministries will continue to 
facilitate opportunities for like-minded believers to meet and build strategic relationships. 


More than ever, we need to humble ourselves before the Lord. We need 
the Lord’s help, His mercies, His forgiveness, and His blessing. We need it 
as individuals, as families, and as His Church. At Vision Forum Ministries, 
this is a message we are taking to heart. Please pray for us as we seek to 
live by this, to apply it to every aspect of our work, and to share it with 
others. This is a message our nation needs to embrace as well. The ongoing 
economic, political, and spiritual struggle America is experiencing is reason 
for humility. Many of our dear friends have lost their jobs. The out-of- 
control policies of the Fed and the choices in Washington are serious cause 
for concern. Yet rather than grow frantic and fearful during election cycles 
or in the face of tyranny, it’s critical that we humble ourselves before God, 


confess our sins, and live by faith in knowing that He is our sure Protector 
and Provider. It is not by our strength that we accomplish anything of consequence, but by God’s mercy. We are 

weak, but He is faithful to the uttermost. And though trials mount, we can be “confident of this very thing, that he 
which hath begun a good work in [us] will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). 
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